
COMPASS BRAILLE  -  NEWSCAST 2023-2 

NEW VENUE - NEW DATE: 

33-Year Celebration - All Nations Christian College - Saturday, 9
th

 Sept 2023 

A lot of interest was shown in this celebration and we realised the press would be too small, 

which called for the above change of venue and date. 

Our colleagues from the United Bible Societies (UBS), with whom we have collaborated 

almost from the start, will be attending - their PVD-Helpdesk was established 30 years ago - 

and we hope one or two overseas Bible Society‟s representatives might join us to share about 

their work. Former CB Staff from the early days will be taking part and there will be 

representatives from Torch Trust for the Blind - the new custodians of Compass Braille. 

We are looking forward to seeing you all... 

We hope this change will not affect too many people but there are many positives: catering 

will be taken care of and the facilities include the advantage of college B&B or FB 

accommodation for those who would like to stay. Travel is likely to be easier as the school 

holidays will be over and to top it all it is set in the beautiful Ware countryside. There is also 

plenty of parking space and for those travelling by train, St Margaret‟s [Herts] station is 

nearby and by prior arrangement we will pick people up. 

The enclosed invitation sets out the main details and the full programme will be sent with the 

next Newscast. We hope that many of you will join us for this special event which also marks 

the retirement of Colin and Glennis Dowling after 20 years of leadership preceded by 6 years 

trusteeship. 

If you wish to attend please read the enclosed information and complete the return slip as 

soon as you can. Everyone welcome! 

Shona for Zimbabwe ... 

We recently transcribed the latest edition of the Shona Bible into Braille and produced 20 

complete Braille Bibles (900 vols) which the BS of Zimbabwe distributed and they sent us 

this heart-warming story from a Braille reader in Zimbabwe . . . 

By Cynthia Mpofu and Yvette Mwiinde... 

„In 2021, the Bible Society of Zimbabwe visited Jairos Jiri hostel in Pumula East located in 

Bulawayo Province to distribute Braille Bibles and story books. There we met Mengezi 

Ncube 17, a grade 7 learner and brilliant young man who had the love and zeal for reading 

but lacked resources. After the Bible Society of Zimbabwe's visit, Mengezi immersed himself 

into reading the bible and the story books that had been donated. On a follow up visit done on 

the 9th of March 2023, he shared with us one of his favorite stories from the Bible which is a 

story of David and Goliath.  

“The story gave me a practical lesson in life that I should be brave enough to stand up for 

myself in the face of my bullies or enemies. I liken Goliath to giant situations and obstacles in 

life that seem too big for me to overcome, be it family rejection, blindness itself, or being 

looked down upon by friends and relatives. I can always make it despite those circumstances 

and I, the least expected, can climb up higher the ladder of life than those expected, just like 

David did when he defeated Goliath, him being the least expected, a mere sheep shepherd 

became King after defeating Goliath. I have heard discouraging words from my peers and 

relatives that I'm too old for the grade I am doing, but I have turned a deaf ear to them as I 

know that I will go through this obstacle God being my helper. I may have started school late, 

but I have learnt a lot in the 7 years of primary school at St Bernard's. With the knowledge 

gathered from reading braille given to us by the Bible Society, I now help other children at St 

Bernard's primary school read braille and they are doing pretty well too.” 

The Bible Society also visited Kadoma Jairos Jiri School for the blind on the 1st of February 

2023 and distributed braille. The school has an enrolment of 161 learners. Mrs. Hlabanu the 

Headmistress was so grateful for the Braille and could not hold back her words as she 



alluded, 'The Bibles [provided by CB] have been of much benefit to our learners because 

more than 70% of our learners have improved in their reading and have also improved in 

their spellings.‟ 

Legacies-relocation-don’t worry:  

If you have left a bequest to Compass Braille please do not be concerned. The only 

foreseeable change is the CB address and we will notify the Charity Commission at the right 

time so that solicitors can find us. We will let you know nearer the time if you need to take 

any action. Of course, we do not know who you are - but thank you for thinking about the 

future of the Braille Bible in this way. 

New Languages for India ... 

Work is progressing on the Braille Bible transcription of these languages: 

Angami, Ao Naga and Sumi, spoken in Nagaland; Biate in Assam and Mara in Mizoram - all 

of these are in North east India; whereas Rabha is spoken in West Bengal and Saurashtra is 

mostly spoken in Tamil Nadu in the South.  

We expect that there will be more languages to add to our growing list in the not too distant 

future, for India as well as other parts of the world. 

Compass Braille-Relocation ... 

Plans for the relocation of Compass Braille to Torch Trust [TT] in Market Harborough are 

going well. The merger will be by way of appointing TT as the Sole-Trustee of CB. This 

means CB will keep its identity with banking, accounting and charity number remaining the 

same. Jake will continue doing what he does so well. The only changes are a new address and 

the new TT administration and their Trustees.  

The CB team, minus Jake, visited Torch on 17th April to share with each other and to take a 

look at the area where CB will be situated. We managed to cover a lot of ground during our 

visit and had a very enjoyable and productive time. 

Newscast by Email ...  

Please let us know if you are now able to receive Newscast and Prayer Pointers by email 

instead of post. This will help save postage, paper and printing costs. Please use the on-line 

contact form to notify us. 

Transcription & Production ... 

India: Awaiting 2023 annual order from BSI which we hope to receive by June. We usually 

receive large requests from the BSI who, as well as keeping some Braille for their needs and 

for visitors, distribute the Braille to BSs in other states or to missions such as Mission to the 

Blind in Chennai.  

India - New Language Transcriptions: A proof copy of Mark's Gospel has been sent to BSI 

for each of the following languages: 

Ao-Naga; Sumi; Angami; Saurashtra; Rabha; Mara; Biate. BSI have confirmed receipt of 

these and they are having them proof read. However, there is still some uncertainty about the 

correct Braille code for some of the languages so we are staying in touch with our Indian 

contacts who are helping to provide further information. 

Kazakh: Unfortunately, there is still a hold up with either text problems or proof reading 

which is out of our control. So we cannot progress this language at present. 

Kenya - English Good News: We have received the promised request from BSK for 28 

complete Grade 1 Good News Braille Bibles [47 vols each] and 28  in Grade 2. They will be 

used in schools and this represents a total of 2520 vols of the Good News Braille Bible.  

Rwanda - Kinyarwanda: New Edition: As mentioned in the last edition, transcription and 

proof reading are completed. We are now in the process of producing: 27 complete 



Kinyarwanda Braille Bibles [51 vols each] and we have despatched 765 volumes already. By 

the time this reaches our readers the total amount of 1377 vols will have been despatched. 

Urdu: Having already produced Genesis and Exodus we have since been asked to transcribe 

Leviticus. This went well and the proof readers were very happy with it. Now we have been 

requested to produce 350 copies of this book. The final production file is already prepared so 

we are able to start production of the first 100 copies which are marked urgent. We may soon 

be asked to transcribe the book of Numbers. 

Zimbabwe - Shona - New Language: This has been transcribed and production started on 

8th Feb. We are now in the process of completing the request for 20 complete Braille Bibles 

(x 45 vols = 900 vols) 

Potential Future Projects: BSI would like to revisit the Malayalam and Manipuri. Work 

was on hold due to proof-reading issues. We are also aware of a possible request for Braille 

Books for Sri Lanka. 

Remember: 33-Year Celebration - Everyone Welcome 

Sat. 9
th

 September - All Nations Christian College ...  

Colin, Glennis, Jake, Nicola, Ross and the trustees are looking forward to this opportunity to 

be with our supporters and guests. We have people joining us from UBS, BSs, Torch Trust, 

volunteers and former staff will all be there. 

Abbreviations: BS(s) = Bible Society(ies); BSK = Bible Society Kenya; PVD = People with 

Visual Disability; UBS = United Bible Societies; Vol(s) = Volume(s) 

Annual Newscast, Prayer Pointers & Mini-Newscast available on request in Text, Braille, 

Giant Print or by Email. Edited by Glennis Dowling 

16  Crane  Mead , Ware  SG12  9PZ 
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